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Church supports grieving George Michael fans 


A VILLAGE church is providing a 
place of sanctuary for thousands of 
mourners who have travelled from 
across the UK and beyond to pay 
their last respects to George Michael. 

St Thomas of Canterbury Church 
in Goring is next door to the home 
of the pop star who was found dead 
there on Christmas Day. Since then 
fans have been leaving flowers and 
tributes that are now lining the lane 
next to the church. A prayer for the 
mourners has been printed by the 
church and more than a thousand 
have been taken. St Thomas’s 
visitors’ book has become a book of 
condolence for George. 

The Rt Revd Colin Fletcher, the 
Bishop of Dorchester, said: “The 
outpouring of grief flowing from 
George Michael’s death has been 
met magnificently by the people of 
St Thomas of Canterbury in Goring. 
They have provided an open space 
in which to reflect and pray and 
materials to help visitors with their 
reflections.” 

The Revd Charles Chadwick, Parish 
Development Adviser for Dorchester 
Archdeaconry, and diocesan lead for 
promoting the National Funerals 
Project, said: “This is an example 
of the Church demonstrating its 
pastoral heart by reaching out to 
people at a time of loss. Evidence 
from the national Funerals Project 
shows how the Church is uniquely 
placed in every community to 
respond after the example of Christ 
who went to places of death and 
showed God’s compassion and love 
to all.” 

See page two for a full reflection 
from St Thomas of Canterbury’s 
churchwarden Brenda Kerr Muir . 
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When "the world" came to Goring to mourn 


Brenda Kerr Muir reflects on 
an eventful Christmas and 
New Year at St Thomas of 
Canterbury Church in Goring. 

A s we closed up the church 
on Christmas Day after the 
morning services of celebration, 
my fellow churchwarden, David 
Beddall, and I had no idea of the sad event 
next door in Mill Cottage. George Michael 
had come to Midnight Mass on Christmas 
Eve on occasion in the past but we missed 
him this year. 

As the news of his death broke the 
media scrum started with reporters 
and television crews on the ground and 
telephone calls and emails to the church. 
And then the fans came from far and wide, 
bringing flowers, candles and balloons, 
standing in small groups and crowds 
silently paying their respects. The lane 
to the church, past Mill Cottage, filled 
up with symbols of love and grief. Many 
wandered into the church to sit quietly and 
remember. A specially tailored prayer was 
provided for those who wished: 

O God , who brought us to birth, 

And in whose arms we die, 

We give thanks for the life of George, 

And for the pleasure his music brought to so 
many. 

In our grief and shock 


Contain and comfort us; 

Embrace us with your love 
Give us hope in our confusion 
And grace to let go into a new life; 

Through Jesus Christ. Amen. 

We felt it important to point people in 
their grief to the eternal God who loves 
us all so much and offers his hope for 
the future. It was evidently appreciated 
as, by New Years Day, over a thousand 
copies had been taken and further copies 
continue to be supplied. Many left 
messages of admiration, affection, respect 
and loss in our visitors’ book, filling up 
well over 150 pages. 

“We felt it important 
to point people in their 
grief to the eternal 
God. . .” 

Talking to the visitors, their sense of loss 
and grief is deeply felt; reflected in the 
intense silence among the crowds in the 
little lane outside the Mill Cottage front 
door. Many had travelled long distances 
- Widnes, Lincoln, Ipswich, Birmingham, 
Plymouth, even flying in from abroad - 
and those were just the few I spoke to. 
Some stayed in the village for the weekend 



30 years of serving the homeless 


To celebrate three decades of serving the homeless from its base in Magdalen Road, 
Oxford, The Porch held an open day recently. 

The event was to thank local residents living around Magdalen Road and Essex 
Street for their support to the charity over the years. In the evening a special dinner 
party was held for the homeless. 

Founded by the All Saints Sisters of the Poor in 1986, the day centre has become 
a place of welcome, friendship and encouragement for hundreds of homeless men 
and women over the years. As one of the members puts it: "I come for the two hot 
meals that are served every day. Over the years I have built up a network of friends 
at The Porch and I now come here for company. Loneliness is something that I live in 
fear of and something that they help with a lot" 

The Porch is open six days a week all year round. Without its services, many 
homeless or vulnerably housed people would be struggling to find a way out of 
homelessness. Each person attending is enrolled as a member, which aims to give 
them a feeling of belonging as well as ownership and an influence on how things 
are run. 

To support the Porch go to www.theporch.org.uk or www.justgiving.com/ 
theporch/donate. 



just to be near the cottage. 

George was a good neighbour to the 
church though our dealings were usually 
with his staff concerning hedges, drains 
and access. Those he employed were 
devoted to him and we have got along 
very well. Before his death I had not really 
been familiar with George’s music so I 


watched the film of his concert at the 
Palais Gamier, Paris in 2012, re-broadcast 
by the BBC shortly after his death. It 
was a wonderful concert and I began to 
recognise his great musical talent and the 
poignancy of his lyrics which evidently 
were appreciated by so many people. 


Fairtrade gold pioneer coming to Oxford 



Greg Valerio hunts for gold in Coco Columbia in 2004. Photo: Lion Hudson/Greg Valerio 


DYNAMIC Fair Trade pioneer Greg Valerio, 
who helped bring Fairtrade gold to market, 
will be the keynote speaker at a Shrove 
Tuesday Fairtrade event for churches. 

The event - which will also offer a chance 
to enjoy pancakes with Fairtrade toppings 
- will take place at Wesley Memorial 
Methodist Church, New Inn Hall Street, 
Oxford, from 7.30 pm to 9.30 pm on 
Tuesday 28 February. It’s co-sponsored by 
the Diocese of Oxford, CCOW, Fair Trade 
at St Michael’s and the Oxford Fair Trade 
Coalition. 


jeweller - but also a campaigner on behalf 
of those who were being exploited at the 
source.” 

Since then he’s worked tirelessly with 
miners and reformers to confront industry 
giants and power brokers and to bring 
human rights and environmental justice to 
the jewellery value chain. 

Come and hear more about his story, 
his faith, the amazing people he’s 
worked with, and how your church can 
get involved with Fairtrade around the 
Diocese. 


Greg received an MBE for his role in 
helping small-scale miners and developing 
Fairtrade gold, and was the Observer 
Ethical Awards Global Campaigner in 
2011. His biography notes: 

“Standing in a filthy mine in India he 
called the gateway to hell’ convinced Greg 
he had to be not only a budding retail 


Registration essential: http:// 
tinyurl.com/j9kokcv or 01 235 
851763. 








Book now for the first Festival of Preaching 


THE FIRST ever Festival of Preaching takes 
place at Christ Church Cathedral, Oxford, 
this September. 

The event, organised by Hymns Ancient 
& Modern, has already confirmed some 
top speakers. These include best-selling 
US author and pastor, Nadia Bolz- Weber 
(pictured below), Vicar of St Martin in 



the Fields, London, Sam Wells, (pictured 
right), Bishop of Chelmsford, Stephen 
Cottrell and Mark Oakley, Canon 
Chancellor of St Pauls Cathedral. 

The Festival of Preaching will be 
held between Sunday 10 September and 
Tuesday 12 September. A programme of 
talks, seminars and workshops will aim to 
inspire, nurture and celebrate all who are 
called to proclaim the Gospel today. 

Sessions already confirmed include: 

• The craft of preaching 

• The worst the lectionary can throw at you 

• Preaching at baptisms, weddings and 
funerals 

• A week in the life of a preacher. 

The Revd Christine Smith, Hymns A&M 
Publishing Director said: “We are thrilled 
and excited to make this announcement. 
We have worked long and hard on curating 
a programme that we hope will be the right 
mix of stimulation and encouragement. 

For those of us who preach week in week 
out, new ideas and fresh inspiration are 
always welcome. We hope that those 
attending will be refreshed and encouraged 
by outstanding speakers from across the 
Christian Church.” 

The Very Revd Prof Martyn Percy, Dean 
of Christ Church, Oxford said: “We are 


Church launches 25/50 Arts project 


pleased and proud to be hosting this 
inaugural Festival of Preaching at Christ 
Church. The festival seeks to celebrate the 
art and craft of homilies and sermons, 
as well as explore and examine those 
theories and practices that best illuminate 
this kind of communication. Sermons and 
homilies continue to be a resilient feature 
of our common spiritual and public 
life, and this festival will celebrate their 
ongoing role in our contemporary culture. 
The festival will help to challenge, inspire 
and transform all those who come/ 

Hymns A&M already manage the Church 
Times Festival of Faith and Literature, 
a literary festival held in Bloxham and 
organised by Sarah Meyrick, the Diocese 
of Oxfords Director of Communications. 
The next Festival of Faith and Literature 
will be held in February 2018. 


For more go to 
https//festivalofpreaching. 
hymnsam.co.uk/orcall Michael 
Addison on 0207 7767551. 



ODST now has 21 schools 


AS the Door went to press Christ the 
Cornerstone in Milton Keynes was 
launching a new anniversary art 
exhibition. 

The 25/50 Art initiative will be a 
programme to offer “space for the 
imagination” in Milton Keynes. It 
celebrates the 25th anniversary of the 
church and the 50th anniversary of the 
town. Art, singing, music, and much more 
will be part of the celebration. 

One of the organisers, the Revd Ernesto 
Lozada-Uzuriaga, from Christ the 
Cornerstone, said: “To build the future of 
our city we need imagination in all aspects 
of human endeavour. The Church believes 
and affirms the transformative power of 
imagination. This belief is rooted in the 


biblical claim that we all have been created 
in the image and likeness of a creative God. 
Imagination and creativity are the core of 
who we are. 

“For this reason the church of Christ the 
Cornerstone wants to celebrate 2017 with 
the 25/50 Art initiative, a rich programme 
that offers space for imagination’ to the 
diverse community of Milton Keynes.” 



At the beginning of the new 
year The Oxford Diocesan 
Schools Trust was delighted to 
welcome three more schools 
into the family. They are Datchet 
St Mary’s, Dr Souths (Islip) and 
Tackley. 

The Trust has been continuing 
a time of growth and another 
six schools are scheduled to 
join theTrust in the coming 
months. The photo shows the 
Chair of Governors (Sally-Anne 
Jarvis) and Headteacher( Nicola 
Green) with pupils from Datchet 
St Mary’s at their celebration 
service. 

David Locke, ODST’s Chief Operating Officer, said ’’we are delighted at the continued 
growth of theTrust and that schools are seeing us a safe and caring family to join". 



Grand opening of a new classroom at Westcott 

A SCHOOL that has increased in size from 
17 pupils to 92 in 10 years has celebrated 
the opening of a new classroom. 

Parents, teachers, governors and pupils 
all took part in a special assembly in the 
church next door to Westcott CE Primary 
School in January. The service was led 
by the Revd Mary Cruddas, the Vicar, and 
the Rt Revd Dr Alan Wilson, the Bishop of 
Buckingham. Children told the story of 
the history of the school and led prayers 
before Diocesan Director of Education, 

Anne Davey, officially opened the new 
classroom. The classroom, which cost 
almost half a million pounds, was needed 
because of the expansion of the school. 

The demand for places had increased 
as new housing developments were 
completed and more families moved to the 
Buckinghamshire area. 

Pictured outside their new classroom 
are pupils from Westcott CE Primary 
School with Bishop Alan, Anne Davey, 
and Westcott Headteacher Barry Grace. 








the Door, February 2017, page 4 


Advertisement Feature 



What a positive statement! “I Love 
Bethlehem”! And what a great slogan to 
speak into the hearts and minds of the 
people of this historic city, so vulnerable 
to poverty, unemployment, rioting and 
political conflict! This is the brand new 
Bethlehem Monument, unveiled by 
the Mayor of Bethlehem (a Palestinian 
Territory) late last year. And Radio 
Hayah - a unique community radio 
station, founded on Christian values, 
and based just 4 minutes’ walk from 
Manger Square - was there. 

The occasion, the Back To The Roots 
conference, was an invitation to Palestinians 
living abroad to re-visit Bethlehem. 
Covering it for Radio Hayah, 

Paul and Elias interviewed 
the Mayor, and also recorded 
both her speech and that of 
Palestinian President Mahmoud 
Abbas, for broadcast. 

This is a clear example of how 
Radio Hayah, nearly one year 
since it's quiet, under the radar 
launch, is now increasingly engaging with 
daily life in Bethlehem. Not just bringing 
a voice over that land, but rooting in and 



being a part of that land: mixing as local 
Christians, working in media, into the day 
to day fabric of Bethlehem life; serving, 
blessing and giving a voice to the people of 
that city. 

Jesus said the Kingdom of God comes 

when He sows the sons of the 
kingdom like seed into the field 
of the world. But once sown, 
next you have to take root into 
that land! Connect with it. 

Care about it. Intercede for it. 
Excitingly, that is exactly what 
is happening with Radio Hayah 
who have been on air for just 
one year... 

Radio Hayah (www.radiohayah.ps) 
launched to the humble sound of a blind 






‘Yes, I want to support Radio Hayah to Speak Hope Into Bethlehem!’ ! 

□ I would like to give a one-off gift of £ ! 

□ I enclose a cheque/postal order (made payable to ‘Cross Rhythms’) 

□ Please debit this sum from my VISA/MASTERCARD/MAESTRO as a one off gift 

Card number □□□□ □□□□ □□□□ □□□□ 

Issue number Expiry date 

□ Please send me information on becoming a regular supporter of Cross Rhythms | 

Bethlehem ! 

□ Please add me to the Cross Rhythms mailing list 

Name: | 

Address: ! 


Postcode: Tel: 

E-mail: 

Please cut out this form and post it to: Cross Rhythms, PO Box 1110, 
Stoke-on-Trent, ST1 1XR. Alternatively you can call 01782 251000 to make 
a donation or go to www.crossrhythms.co.uk/donations 


Bethlehem lady praying The Lord's Prayer 
in Arabic. Since then it is started every day 
with the same feature. What better declaration 
to speak over that region each morning, than to 
hallow God , seek forgiveness, ask for deliverance 
from evil and call for God's kingdom to come! 

That lady, Sabha, now 
volunteers at the station, and 
helps Elias with 'Make A 
Difference'. The show profiles 
the work of Christians in the 
region like Salim who visits 
Syrian and Iraqi refugees; 

Shevet who rescues children 
from Gaza; Clown Doctors, 
who visit sick kids in hospital; 
and House Of Hope, a school for mentally 
ill children. Such shows reflect active 
Christian faith to the wider community. 

Other programmes added over the year 
include: 

• FreeTalk which 
focusses on 
issues facing 
Arab women. 

• Radio News, 
provided by 
the three local 
authorities 
in greater Bethlehem (Beit Jala, Beit 
Sahour and Bethlehem Municipality). 

• A weekly Movie Review and the 
Premier League football results 
(Palestinians love football and films!). 

• And 200 spiritual 
devotions, including: My 
Brother's Keeper, a series 
by both Arab and Jewish 
believers; and a daily 
feature using Proverbs. 

Here's Haneen recording 
them in Arabic. 

And what of that fabulous 
slogan: "I Love Bethlehem"? Well, Radio 
Hayah is getting right behind it and 
supporting this declaration by recording 
new Radio Hayah jingles with dozens of 
people - from school kids to shop owners, 
policemen to politicians - as they declare: 
"I'm 'X' and I LOVE BETHLEHEM!" 


Mixed with a contemporary Christian 
music sound, this content is gently helping 
to change mindsets towards Christianity, 
God and faith. As the Radio Hayah 
translator Jeries said, " I learn a lot from 
translating the devotions and it has helped 
me with my relationship with God". 


One year ago Radio Hayah 
was quietly launched. Now, 
statistics show, in the last 
six months, 44% of users 
are from either Palestine or 
Israel. Add to that users from 
Egypt, UAE, Jordan and 
Saudi Arabia, and well over 
50% are from the Middle 
East! Radio Hayah is slowly but surely 
reaching and rooting into the land of 
that great region! 

Radio Hayah exists as a media voice in 
Bethlehem through the support, training 
and equipping 
provided by Cross 
Rhythms, a UK 
pg community radio 

station based in Stoke- 
on-Trent. As the small 
Radio Hayah team 
of Paul, Jeries, Fadi, 
Haneen, Adel, Sabha, 
Ivan and Elias enter a second year. Cross 
Rhythms is now focused on empowering 
them to press on still further. 

To take Radio Hayah through 2017 the 

station needs to raise a further 
£18,392. But with this they can 
develop new live shows with 
audience interaction; build a 
bigger team of contributors; 
and urgently set up a small 
production workstation for 
more young Arab Christians 
to produce content for their 
city. 

Would you like to join with Cross Rhythms 
and help support this unique but fragile 
project? To give a one-off gift, simply 
complete the details on the attached form 
or go online at www.crossrhythms.co.uk/ 
donations. 
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Dirty Glory 

Pete Greig 

Hodder and Stoughton £13.99 

by the Revd Tony Lynn 

Y ou can imagine a bookseller 
wondering where to place 
a book with the title Dirty 
Glory. A thriller? The tale of 
transformation? An autobiography? Well, 
Dirty Glory is all of these. It is part of the 
Red Moon Chronicles , and is a continuation 
of an earlier work, which I have not read. 
Dirty Glory stands impressively on its own. 

Pete is the founder of the 24-7 Prayer 
Movement. In Dirty Glory he vividly and 
stylishly describes the setting up of 24-7 
Prayer Rooms in places as far afield as 
Ibiza, New Mexico and the City of London. 
And that is where the autobiographical 
element comes in: Pete Greig is completely 
involved in these enterprises, a hands-on 
worker who knows what is needed. More 
importantly, he knows who is needed. He 
doesn’t work with an interview board, 
but through prayer and under God’s 
leadership. 

There are many tales here that shock the 
reader - or confirm to the reader - that 
God is totally in charge. That is the thriller 
element in this book. Who would believe 
that a beach ball “pursued by a generously 
proportioned lady in her 50s wearing a 
black bathing suit” would be the answer to 
prayer? But it was, and so the 24-7 Prayer 
Room, complete with Vomit Van, was 
established on Ibiza. 

Time and again, prayers are answered 
astoundingly; the lives of many lost, 
confused, degraded people have been 
turned around, and are still being turned 
around. As Greig writes: “Your power in 
prayer flows from an inner certainty that 
the One who made you likes you. He is not 
scowling at you. He is on your side.” 

Taken on Trust 

Terry Waite 

Hodder and Stoughton £9.99 
by Jules Herklots 

W hen Terry Waite was taken 
hostage in January 1987, 
he wrote his autobiography. 
Lacking pen and paper, he 
wrote it in his head. This book is it, revised 
25 years later with a new chapter. 

He describes “writing” as peculiar. Some 
memories were easy for him to capture, 
some required coaxing, and some were 
lost. Among other things, Taken on Trust 
tells Waite’s unique story of how he was 
forced to leave the Grenadier Guards (due 
to an allergic reaction to a dye used in the 
uniform), began work with the Church 
Army, and his work before he was the 
Archbishop of Canterbury’s special envoy 
and hostage negotiator. 

It also covers his dealings with Colonel 
Oliver North and his reaction when 
the Iran-Contra affair broke. But it is 
much more than the story of one man’s 
full and interesting life. It is about his 
interior dialogue, the sustaining power of 
memories and the “wonderland between 
the world of what we call conscious life and 
the world of dream”. It is also the story 
of a very ordinary man’s (his words, not 
mine) journey of self-affirmation and self- 
discovery, in which he is forced to confront 



Such encouraging words to offer to 
anyone, on whichever side of the tracks 
they were born, whatever their lifestyle. 
But these words, like so many others 
in this long book, are helpfully given a 
position, a boldness on the page: a handy 
reference point. 

At the end of each chapter, there is 
another innovation that I appreciated: 
a boxed section with short quotes from 
the Bible and other sources and some 
questions. The box is labelled “Selah”. 

Greig explains that this is “a reminder to 
be still, so that... prayer can become your 
own living conversation with God”. How 
necessary after the wild and extraordinary 
events in each chapter! 

And the book’s title? Again let me quote 
Greig: “God’s story ... describes glory.” 

his deepest 
fears, in 
order to find 
inner peace. 

Atheists 
may 

attribute 
Terry 
Waite’s 
survival - 
he endured 
just under 
five years 
of captivity, 
nearly four 
of which 
were in 
solitary 

confinement - down to resilience, 
willpower, self-reliance or other such 
words which describe the human coping 
mechanism. He obviously had all of the 
above (undoubtedly fostered by his brief 
time with the military), but he also drew 
on a deeper strength. 

Terry Waite is now a household name, 
and his kidnap is a bookmark in late 80s 
history. It is possible that some imagined 
familiarity has somehow lessened our 
understanding of how remarkable his 
story is. Taken on Trust can be read as a 
historical document, revealing the author’s 
own place in certain events, but more 
interestingly, I think, it can be read as a 
meditation on faith and an exploration of 
the mystery of God. 


TERRY 

WAITE 



The Beauty and the Horror 

Richard Harries 
SPCK £19.99 

by the Rt Revd Colin Fletcher. 

A s you would expect from any 

book written by Bishop Richard 
The Beauty and the Horror is a 
delight to read combining, as it 
does, a willingness to wrestle with some 
of the deepest challenges to Christian 
belief together with a wide knowledge and 
appreciation of modern literature and art 
tackling the same themes. 

In summary “Life is at once wonderful 
and appalling, beautiful and horrific. How 
can we live with this contradiction? And 
how can we believe in a just and loving God 
in the face of all the evil of the world?” 

Anyone addressing those themes in the 
light not just of the terrible genocides of 
the 20th century, and the string of natural 
disasters we read of month by month, but 
also the personal tragedies of physical 
and mental illness that afflict so many 
individuals and families, sets themselves a 
major task - and to do that in a way that is 
concise but never simplistic is a remarkable 
achievement. 

“ Life is at once 
wonderful and 
appalling...” 


SEARCHING FOR GOD IN A SUFFERING WORLD 

THE 

BEAUTY 







AND 


THE 
HORROR 


RICHARD HARRIES 


It would make, for instance, a good book 
to read in Lent either on your own or in a 
book club. 


Second, it is one to recommend to those 
who are struggling with their faith. Rather 
as C.S. Lewis sought to do for an earlier 
generation, this is a book for those who 
long to believe but who find themselves 
wrestling with those big questions that 
simply will not go away. 

Third, it is a book to read and then lend 
to someone who may be open to exploring 
the faith that you have discovered for 
yourself. 


Surely there could be few higher 
accolades than the one written by Andrew 
Copson, the Director of the British 
Humanist Association: “In a world so 
blatantly imperfect and bearing no obvious 
hallmarks of purpose, the challenges facing 
Christianity are severe. Richard Harries is 
one of those who realise that and take the 
challenges seriously. Those of us who are 
not in the end persuaded by his Christian 
defence can nonetheless appreciate the 
sensitivity and intelligence with which it is 
mounted. It is the best case that could be 
made.” 

So who would I recommend to read this 
book? First, orthodox Christians who 
want to explore their faith in a fresh way. 


But, for those familiar with Bishop 
Richard either from his time as our Bishop 
here in the Oxford Diocese, or through his 
continuing contributions to Thought for the 
Day, it is a book simply to be savoured.... 
and I hope that you enjoy it as much as I 
did. 

The Rt Revd Colin Fletcher is the 
Bishop of Dorchester. The Rt Revd 
Richard Harries is a former Bishop of 
Oxford and an Honorary Professor of 
Theology at King’s College, London. He 
is also a regular broadcaster and was 
made a life peer on his retirement and 
continues to contribute in the House of 
Lords. 


Win a book 

The Door has three copies of The Beauty and the Horror by the Rt Revd Richard 
Harries. For the chance to win answer the following question: at which college is 
Bishop Richard now an Honorary Professor of Theology? Send your answers to 
The Beauty and the Horror Competition, the Door, Church House Oxford, Langford 
Locks, Kidlington, 0X5 IGF or reception@oxford.anglican.org by Friday 10 
February. 


Competition winner 

The winner of the competition in the Stable Door is Mrs Rosemary Campbell from 
Aldermarston. She wins a copy of England's Cathedrals by Simon Jenkins. 

A new book for Lent 

NEW for Lent 201 7 is The Living Cross (BRF £8.99). 

As the reader moves from Ash Wednesday to Easter Day, 
daily reflections and prayers help them to experience the 
living power of the cross of Christ through biblical and 
modern-day stories of wrongdoing and forgiveness. 

In 208 pages the reflections are written by Amy 
Boucher Pye who runs the Woman Alive book club and 
writes Bible reading notes for Day by Day with God and 
Our Daily Bread, among others. 

She blogs at amyboucherpye.com. 
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The Home of Devenish 

Weymouth Dorset 


There are 23 Bungalows and 
2 flats available to widows of 
clergymen of the Church of 
England or widows of officers 
of the armed services (excluding 
Territorial Army and Royal 
Naval Volunteer Reserve) 
providing they are members of 
the Church of England. 



ST. MARY'S CONVENT 

WANTAGE 


St Mary's Convent offers a 
variety of facilities and flexible 
accommodation for Group Quiet 
Days and Group Retreats. Also, 
Conference facilities and private 
stays. 

Everyone is welcome at the 
Eucharist and Daily office in St 
Mary Magdalene's Chapel. 

For further details please contact: 

St Mary's Convent, Wantage, 
Oxfordshire, 0X12 9AU 
Tel: 01235 763141 
Email: guestwing@csmv.co.uk 
www.csmv.co.uk 




Each property has 2 bedrooms, 
is unfurnished, occupied rent 
free and is centrally heated, 
decorated and maintained free 
of charge. Council tax is also 
paid by the Charity. They are 
not warden controlled. 


For further information or an application form please contact: 


Mrs J Kemmis-Betty, The Home of Devenish, 
Manor Coach House, Stottingway Street, 
Weymouth, Dorset DT3 5QA 

Telephone: 01305 813895 

www.homeofdevenish.org.uk 

Registered Charity No. 202400 
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Fairer 

Finance 



© 

GOLD RIBBON 


Home insurance 


Choose award-winning 
home insurance for a 
fairer deal 

We’re proud to say that Ecclesiastical has come top of the Fairer Finance table of 
home insurance providers. We scored highly for customer happiness, complaints 
handling and being open and transparent, and the ranking reflects the excellent 
standard of cover and levels of service we offer you. 

Call free now for a quote 0800 917 3345 

(8am to 6pm weekdays) 

www.ecclesiastical.com/homeinsurance 

The usual underwriting terms and criteria apply. *Minimum premiums apply. 

Ecclesiastical Insurance Office pic Reg. No. 24869 is registered in England at Beaufort House, Brunswick Road, Gloucester, GL1 1 JZ, UK and 
is authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority. 
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2017: A year with Bishop Steven 7 

'Come and see!' 



As he gets to know his new 
Diocese, Bishop Steven 
is enjoying visiting all 29 
Deaneries. Every month this 
year he will write a short 
reflection and the Door will 
share some of the projects he 
encounters during his visits. 

T wice in the first chapter of John’s 
Gospel we read the words “Come 
and see!” Two disciples follow 
Jesus. He turns and asks them: 
“What are you looking for?” They ask him 
where he is staying. Jesus replies “Come 
and see!” Jesus is inviting them to explore 
becoming disciples. 

Then in the next few verses another 
disciple, Philip, also begins to follow 
Jesus. Philip tells Nathanael he has found 
the Messiah. Nathanael gives his scornful 
reply: “Can anything good come out of 
Nazareth?” Philip replies: “Come and see!” 

This is one of the times of the year when 
the Church needs to make “Come and 
see” our song. We need to issue the same 
gracious invitation to all those whose 
hearts have been stirred and shaken in 
recent months. 

There was once a Bishop in North Africa 
called Augustine. He lived in a small town 
called Hippo. He was a bishop in the days 
of the early Church when, like today, the 
Church was called to make Christ known 
in a marketplace of religions and ideas. 

Every year in this season, Augustine 


would preach his sermons especially 
to those who were on the very edge of 
faith and looking in: those on the very 
threshold of the Church. There were many 
every year. Over these weeks between 
Christmas and the beginning of Lent, 
Augustine would urge them to come and 
see: to commit to further and deeper 
exploration of the Christian faith and 
to baptism at Easter. The whole of the 
Church year was developed as a way of 
teaching Christian faith. 

“...come to know this 
Jesus, in whom is all the 
wisdom of the ages.” 

Augustine’s sermons would be taken 
away and discussed by his community. 
They in turn would encourage family 
and friends, those for whom they were 
praying, to come and see: to learn about 
faith from the beginning and explore 
becoming a disciple of Jesus. 

This ancient annual pattern has lessons 
for us as a Diocese. Through the autumn, 
many thousands of people have come to 
church for the festivals of harvest and 
Remembrance and Christmas. Thousands 
more have attended school services and 
nativities. As a Church we have ministered 
to many people over the last year at the 
most significant moments of their lives 
following a birth or at a marriage or 
through funeral ministry. 

This is the season - between Christmas 


and the beginning of Lent - where we 
need to say to all those people in whom 
faith is stirring, who are on the threshold 
of faith: “Come and see!” Come and look 
and explore and learn and come to know 
this Jesus, in whom is all the wisdom of 
the ages. 

We need to be clear that we are not 
simply inviting people to come to church 
services. We are inviting people to come 
and learn through something arranged 
especially for those on the threshold: 
a Pilgrim course, or Alpha, or Start, or 
Christianity Explored, or something 
tailored for your own situation. 

There will be some people on the 


threshold of faith in every place. We are 
called to support them, to work with 
them, to encourage them and give our 
best resources to welcoming and helping 
people see Jesus in our midst. 

I continue my journey across the 
Diocese this month. In January I was in 
the Deaneries of Buckingham, Claydon, 
Witney and Amersham. In February I’m 
looking forward to visiting Wallingford, 
Bradfield, Sonning, Wycombe and 
Bracknell. In every place I will be asking 
especially what churches and parishes are 
doing to welcome those on the threshold 
of faith, to say to one and all: “Come and 
see!” 


From a foodbank to a nativity play with aliens 



BISHOP Steven’s first Deanery visits were 
to Abingdon in South Oxfordshire and 
Olney in Buckinghamshire - in the most 
northern point of the Diocese. 


a business, under the supervision of 
adults. Harry Wallace, one of the Soultime 
student leaders, said: “He (Bishop Steven) 
would make a good member of the team.” 


Olney 

In Olney he visited SoulTime a pop up 
cafe which is one of many key community 
projects run by the church under the 
SoulTime programme. Since it opened 
three years ago the Cafe has proved to be 
very popular. It is open every Thursday in 
term time between 3:30pm and 6pm and 
offers coffee, tea, milkshakes, soft drinks, 
cakes, toasties and free wifi. It is run by 
the town’s young people who gain skills 
and qualifications associated with running 


Earlier in the day he met clergy and 
celebrated Holy Communion at St Laud’s 
Church in Sherington. He also visted 
Stoke Goldington C of E School and in the 
evening met people from the community. 

Kathryn Crompton, the Headteacher 
at Stoke Goldington said: “Our children 
were privileged to have a very important 
guest at their nativity dress rehearsal. 

The Rt Revd Dr Steven Croft, the Bishop 
of Oxford, was treated to a brilliant, if 
somewhat unexpected, ‘Christmas with 



the Aliens’. This was a fabulous twist on 
the nativity story as aliens crash-landed 
on earth and sought to understand the 
meaning of Christmas. 

Abingdon 

Bishop Steven’s trip to Abingdon saw 
him visit the emergency foodbank based at 
Christ Church where he met staff to learn 
more about food poverty in the Abingdon 
area. Earlier in the day he met clergy and 
celebrated Holy Communion with them. 

He also visited Kingston Bagpuize, a village 
that has seen siginificant developments of 
new housing. 

Sarah Fry, of the Abingdon Emergency 


Foodbank, said: “We have more than 30 
volunteers and we provide help for 18 to 
24 people each week.” She said the top five 
items needed by the foodbank are tinned 
meat, long life milk, small bags of sugar, 
fruit squash and hygiene products. 


Read Bishop Steven’s blog at blogs. 
oxford.anglican.org/ Follow him on 
Twitter at @Steven_Croft 
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Dartmouth 

Devon 

Delightful ground floor flat 
with glorious views across 
river Dart. 

Sleeps 4: double ensuite, 
twin with bathroom, 
all mod cons. 

Tel: 020 7223 5473 



Shropshire Holiday Cottages 


3^ ★Gold Award 

Well-appointed cottages near picturesque market town 
of Church Stretton, within easy reach of Shrewsbury, 
Ludlow, Ironbridge. 

For full details and tariff please ring Gill on 
01694 722869 or visit www.botvylefarm.co.uk 



Group Leaders Wanted 

For pilgrimages to south India 
In the footsteps of Thomas the Apostle 

www.soulofindia.com 
02,0 8 qoi 7610 - enqui ries@soulofindia.com 


Travel Insurance 

Arranged for The Door readers 

Real and friendly people... not machines! 

Our insurance has a customer 24-hour helpline, full medical 
cover with most pre-existing medical conditions accepted and, 
most importantly, an air ambulance get you home service. 

FEBRUARY SPECIAL OFFERS 
£20 OFF Annual cover. £30 OFF Long Stay single trip 

LONG STAY. SINGLE TRIP. AND CRUISE COVER 

available for holidays departing up to 31/12/2018 
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Single trip cover (NO max. age) 
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Please call for details ~ 
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8 Feature 

Join the global call to prayer 



Photos above and below ; from Thy Kingdom Come. Below Left, pilgrims on the Wittenham Clumps - 
some hills in Oxfordshire that will be used in this year's Thy Kingdom Come. 


The Rt Revd Colin Fletcher 
considers how churches in the 
Thames Valley can respond 
to an international prayer 
initiative launched by the 
Archbishop of Canterbury. 

E very day, on many thousands 

of occasions, Christians around 
the world pray the prayer Jesus 
himself taught us - and every day, 
therefore, across every time zone and in 
dozens of languages God hears the petition 
Thy Kingdom Come. 

So why, if that is the case already, is 
Archbishop Justin asking us to focus 
from Ascension Day to Pentecost Sunday 
this year (25 May - 4 June) on praying 
Thy Kingdom Come. Of course, the 
Archbishops did the same last year, and 
were excited by the fact that Christians all 
over the country were inspired to pray in 
fresh and specific ways over that period. 

This year everything has grown much 
bigger (it is now global across the Anglican 
Communion and is being echoed by similar 
responses in most mainstream churches 
- Roman Catholic, Orthodox, Pentecostal, 
Baptist, Methodist and many more besides) 
but the heart of the call to pray has not 
changed - it is the prayer ‘Thy Kingdom 
Come/ 

“It is a prayer for his 
justice and his peace to 
be established...” 

Of course in praying that prayer we will be 
praying that Gods will be done on Earth as 
it is in Heaven. It is a prayer for his justice 
and his peace to be established in his world 
and that applies to governance, education, 
health provision, and the care of the 
environment to name but a few of the areas 
of our lives that matter to God. But Thy 
Kingdom Come is not just a prayer about 
large and small social concerns - within that 
broader focus we are being asked specifically 
to pray that our friends, families and 



neighbours will come to recognise signs of 
Gods kingdom around them and discover 
Jesus Christ for themselves. 

Or, to put it another way, this is a call 
that people we already know may come to 
know Jesus for themselves. It is a wave of 
prayer too that, as the Archbishop says, will 
help Christians to be transformed through 
prayer, to be given new confidence and 
encouragement by the Holy Spirit to be 
effective witnesses to Jesus Christ. 

In focusing our prayer in this way we will 
reflect the pattern shown in the book of 
Acts where those first Christian Disciples 
waited in prayer and were given the Holy 
Spirit in a new way to serve Christ as his 
witnesses to his world. 

So, what will this mean in practical terms 
here in the Oxford Diocese? 

As with Living Faith the hope is very 
much that parishes and benefices will 
decide through their PCCs to respond 
in a whole variety of ways that best suit 
their congregations and traditions. In 


some towns and villages this will work 
very naturally in partnership with other 
churches - and in other places it will be 
much less structured. Daily individual 
and group prayers; prayer walking; prayer 
stations; prayer spaces; pilgrimage prayers; 
family prayers - all of these will have their 
place and materials will be available for 
them all. 

The great thing is not to try to do too 
much - just think of one or two things 
that you can do as an individual or as a 
congregation and then ensure that they 
happen. And don’t forget to prepare how 
your church is going to respond if our 
prayers are answered and people come to us 
seeking God. If you’ve never run a ‘seekers’ 
course like Alpha or Pilgrim and would 
welcome some guidance, then contact 
Andrew Anderson-Gear, Director of Mission 
- andrew. ander son-gear @oxford. 
anglican.org. Remember, in Jesus’s words: 
“With God the impossible is possible”. 

The Rt Revd Colin Fletcher is the Bishop 
of Dorchester. 



Across the Diocese there will also be a number of major gatherings. Many are in the 
early planning stages. At St Mary’s, Charlbury there will be prayer stations inspired by 
the national resources, from Ascension Day to Pentecost. 

In Dorchester there will be a journey from Wittenham Clumps on Ascension Day to 
Dorchester Abbey at Pentecost for a big celebration. 

• You will find a growing list of these on the website at www.oxford.anglican.org/ 
sign-now-thy-kingdom-come-201 7/ 

• For resources you can go to www.thykingdomcome.global 

• If you would like to take part and keep updated with developments go to www. 
thykingdom.co.uk/#pledge2pray 

• For the Archbishop’s Video Message, the link is www.thykingdom.co.uk/ 
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Feature 9 
Reviving the Church 



Following a recent Church Army 
report on Fresh Expressions, 
the Ven. Guy Elsmore reflects 
on how churches can keep 
Christianity relevant. 

O n 10 December 1893 The 

Revd Frederic Bartlett, began 
a sermon at St Michael in the 
City, Liverpool, reflecting fifteen 
years’ ministry there, with these words 
from the prophet Habakkuk: “I stand in 
awe, O Lord of your work. In our own time 
revive it; in our own time make it known.” 
(Habakkuk 3.2). 

Bartlett went on to describe in detail 
the pattern of mission and ministry in 
that busy dockside parish where, 112 
years later, I was to follow in his footsteps. 
Much of what he wrote about in 1893 has 
a contemporary ring to it as he describes 
the work of the church among the poor, 
the parish schools and even a “penny bank” 
to encourage saving among those with no 
bank accounts. What particularly interested 
me, when I first came across his sermon is 
this paragraph: “We have also had Mission 
Services every Sunday night after Church 
is over, the idea being to draw in many 
who would perhaps not come to Church... 
there are two regularly going on every 
Sunday night in winter, in St Michael’s 
and St Barnabas’ Schools ... There are two 
Children’s Services now going on in both 
the above-named Schools, at the same time 
as our Church Service, conducted by lay 
folk, and their liturgical and bright musical 
services seek to make the children familiar 
with the good old way of the Church of 
England.” 

It is very easy to fall into the trap of 
seeing what we now call ‘Fresh Expressions 
of Church’ as being a contemporary 
phenomenon, looking back on the past 
as being a time when the mission of the 
Church was focused solely on the allegedly 
full pews in the parish church on a Sunday 
morning and evening. 

“Vibrant parishes, of all 
traditions, have always 
gone to where the people 


Bartlett’s sermon shows this is far from 
the case. Besides a plethora of activities for 
young people, women’s groups, Bible groups 
and social projects, the parish was running, 
alongside traditional services, a mixed 
economy of what we would now call “seeker 
friendly worship” for adults in the schools 
during the winter evenings (followed by 
refreshments) and children’s services in the 
schools on a Sunday morning. 

Bartlett and his people realised then what 
so many parishes all over the country have 
realised now. The culture and worship of the 
Church of England is not necessarily always 
attractive or accessible. His response was 
to create what the Rt Revd Graham Cray’s 
landmark report was later to call Mission 
Shaped Church (2003). Instead of expecting 
people to come to us, and to fit in with ‘our’ 
culture and way of doing church, he went to 
where the people were and created forms of 
worship which resonated with the culture of 
the people. 


Vibrant parishes of all traditions have 
always gone to where the people are and 
created opportunities for engagement, 
worship and community. 

So, how, in our day, are Fresh Expressions 
getting on? After all, there has been a great 
deal of time, attention, financial investment 
and not a little controversy generated by 
the plethora of Fresh Expressions which 
now pepper every diocese in the country. 
Breakfast services, pub discussion groups, 
new monastic communities, Messy Church, 
goth worship, Forest Church... all these 
and many more have sprung up in the 
past few years as a mixed economy of new 
worshipping communities defined by the 
culture of those we seek to reach, rather 
than our own culture, has emerged. 

The Church Army Research Unit has 
recently completed a set of long term 
research projects which look in depth at 
the phenomenon. Four reports, based on 
the research, have just been published and 
can be downloaded free of charge from the 
Church Army’s website. 

• The Day of Small Things by 
George Lings, is an analysis of Fresh 
Expressions of Church in 21 dioceses of 
the Church of England. 

• Who’s there? by Claire Dalpra and 
John Vivian is a survey of attenders at 
Anglican Fresh Expressions of Church 
examining their church backgrounds (if 
any). 

• Sustaining young Churches - by 

Andy Wier, is a qualitative pilot study 
of the young Fresh Expressions of 
Church in the Church of England. 

• What happens after research? by 

Elspeth McGann asks how dioceses 
react to and utilise large scale research 
into their Fresh Expressions of Church. 

Along with Gill Lovell, Parish 
Development Adviser for the Buckingham 
Archdeaconry, I recently attended the 
launch event for these reports at the Church 
Army’s HQ in Sheffield. Some highlights 


which particularly struck me: 

Fresh Expressions are the most effective 
tool we have for bringing new people, 
without prior church involvement, into the 
family of the church. The research shows 
that only 20 per cent of those joining 
“conventional” church congregations have 
come from a non- church background, 
whereas 40 per cent of those joining Fresh 
Expressions are coming from a non-church 
background. 

Fresh Expressions tend to be smaller, 
typically hitting a ceiling at around 50 
attenders. We know that when conventional 
congregations grow, they can, by adapting 
their structure, keep on growing. Fresh 
Expressions tend to reproduce a second 
group, rather than growing larger. 

Leadership is just as likely to be lay as 
ordained and the leadership effectiveness 
of ordained clergy, Ordained Pioneer 
ministers, Licensed Lay Ministers and 
unlicensed lay people is exactly the same. 

Dioceses vary in the number of Fresh 
Expressions and the numbers of those 
attending Fresh Expressions correlates 
with the attention paid to them by diocesan 
leaders and structures. Attendance can be 
as little as two per cent of the diocesan total 
or as much as 10 per cent. 

Fresh Expressions are being run by 
parishes of all Anglican traditions and all 
traditions are seeing similar growth. 

There is no doubt that Fresh Expressions 
are an important part of the future of the 
Church of England. They are helping us to 
involve people we wouldn’t otherwise have 
the opportunity to include in Christian 
communities. 

The Ven. Guy Elsmore is the Archdeacon 
of Buckingham. 

To find out more check out www. 
oxford.anglican.org/mission-ministry/ 
mission/fresh-expressions/ or have a 
chat with the mission team at Church 
House Oxford. Contact Andrew 
Anderson-Gear on andrew.anderson- 
gear@oxford.anglican.org or 01865 
208251. 


CHURCH PEWS 
UNCOMFORTABLE? 

WHY NOT TRY SAFEFOAM’S TOP QUALITY 
UPHOLSTERED FOAM PEW CUSHIONS? 
Safefoam, Green Lane, Riley Green, 

Hoghton, Preston PR5 OSN 
www.safefoamxo.uk Freephone 0800 015 44 33 

Free Sample Pack of foam & fabrics sent by first class mail 
When phoning please quote TD0217 



enhancing church interiors 

Ronald Emmett fine furniture 
www.ronaldemettfurniture.com 
01308 868025 
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Funeral Directors 


A life well 
remembered 
lives on. 


Maidenhead 
01628 783 738 

Slough 

01753 520 081 

Windsor 
01753 865 982 


A funeral is a time 
to say goodbye and to 
remember the life of 
a person you love. It’s 
our privilege to be at 
your side. 

You can talk to us any 
time, day or night or 
for further information 
visit us at 

www. e sargeant. co. uk 
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Funeral Partners 


The Hospital of St Cross 

& Almshouse of Noble Poverty 

‘England’s Oldest Almshouse’ 

Vacancies for Brothers 

The Hospital, founded in I I 
is home to 25 retired 
laymen (‘Brothers’) and 
applications are welcomed. 

A registered Charity with a 
Christian foundation, the 
Hospital is situated a mile 
south of Winchester. Each 
Brother lives independently 
and occupies a flat which 
he furnishes himself. 

Further information and an 
application form are obtainable from: 

Clerk to the Trustees 
Hospital of St Cross 
Winchester, S023 9SD 
Tel: 01 962 878218 

E-mail: clerk@hospitalofstcross.co.uk 
www.hospitalofstcross.co.uk 
Registered Charity No. 20275 1 
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POLITE CUSTOMER NOTICE 

This is not a ‘pitch to sell’ or an ‘offer must end’ message, 
just to pass on some information that you may find of 
interest. If you drive a car, it is fair to say that at some 
stage you will probably want to change it. This is just to 
inform you that whenever you choose to, there is a small, 
professional Christian company who can look after you. 

The team at Priory Automotive has over 40 years experience 
in supplying the finest used cars to Clergy and church 
members up and down the country. Not only are their prices 
always fair, you can be sure of an honest and ethical service, 
and best of all you are guaranteed a superb car. Nothing 
is left to chance, with full history checks and industry 
leading levels of preparation, the experts at Priory will not 
let you down. 

So when you fancy changing your car, try Priory, they are 
friendly, hugely experienced and totally independent, you 
will not be disappointed in any way. Part exchange is 
welcome and every car is delivered directly to your door, 
free of charge, in fact they are no hidden costs or sneaky 
fees, just one clear price. 

Tel: 0114 2559696 or visit www.prioryautomotive.com 


ALL MAKES & MODELS SUPPLIED 

from a tailor-made service supplying vehicles 
ONLY to Clergy, Church Members and Charities 



Every vehicle comes complete with service, 
history check, warranty, MOT, road tax and valet 

■ Over 35 years experience ■ Part exchange welcome 

■ Honest, ethical and reliable ■ NO HIDDEN COSTS! 
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work to the 
Lord, and your 
plans will be 
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Christian Community 


To order 


Also available from your local Christian bookshop 


Canterbury 


Choose a book 
this Lent 


Let Me 
Go There 

Paula Gooder 

Bestselling author Paula Gooder 
continues her popular series on the 
seasons of the Christian year with this 
daily companion for the six weeks 
of Lent, leading readers deeper into 
the spirit of the season and opening 
up the scriptures that are read in 
churches during this period. 

978184825 9041 £ 8.99 
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The Way of 
Christ-Likeness 

Michael Perham 

The seasonal liturgies at the 
heart of the Christian year 
have the ability to change lives. 
This practical and theological 
companion to Lent, Holy Week and 
Easter offers advice on creatively 
using the church's most dramatic 
and transformative liturgies. 

978184825 9010 £ 16.99 
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Feature 11 

'On the money 7 


In a new regular feature for 
201 7 The Door explores how 
the Diocese is financed. 

By Rosemary Pearce 

EVERY year the central diocesan budget is 
shaped to deliver the strategic objectives 
of the diocese as agreed by the Bishops 
Council and Diocesan Synod. 

During 2017 Bishop Steven is visiting 
each deanery and is holding a series of 
consultations to consider our future 
direction. (See page 7 for more on Bishop 
Stevens deanery visits. )This will affect 
the budget priorities for the future. 
Meanwhile the budget for 2017 focuses on 
funding ordained ministry and the work of 
the Archdeaconry Mission Action Plans. 

Over 70 per cent of central expenditure 
is spent on clergy stipends, pensions and 
housing. To help raise stipends a two per 
cent increase has been agreed. From 2017 
we also need to provide a further 0.5 
per cent of the stipend bill for increased 
National Insurance costs. 

We have increased the Vocations team 
so that we can meet the national target 


of doubling the number of people being 
trained for ministry by 50 per cent by 
2020. Working with others they will 
be exploring the development of lay 
vocations, ministry and discipleship. 

We are also reviewing how we provide 
Continuing Ministerial Development 
(CMD) for clergy following the retirement 
of Canon Angela Tilby. 

The Diocese continues to support 
important work in the wider community 
undertaken by the fostering and adoption 
charity Parents and Children Together 
(PACT), the Council for the Deaf and the 
Oxford Diocesan Board of Education. 
Synod agreed to fund a half-time chaplain 
to work at Oxford Brookes University. 
Over 18,000 students currently study 
there with no Anglican chaplaincy. A small 
grant has been given to take forward 
the key recommendations of our Rural 
Strategy Group and there has been a small 
increase in the Partners in World Mission 
budget as we develop our work with the 
Diocese of Nandyal in Southern India. 

The demands in relation to safeguarding 
continue to increase. Stephen Barber, our 
part-time diocesan safeguarding advisor, 


retired in late 2016 and his replacement 
John Nixson will work full-time. National 
requirements mean we will need to 
provide initial and refresher training for 
all our clergy as well as tailored training 
for church wardens and other parish 
representatives. Alongside John will 
be a colleague on a three-year contract 
responsible for training. This will be a 
major project over the next few years. 



Another key priority is supporting 
ministry in areas of new housing. There 
will be 80,000 new homes built in the 
larger areas of new development in the 
Diocese by 2031. There will also be many 
more in smaller developments. 

We are continuing to use income from 
major glebe sales to buy houses in strategic 
positions for the development of ministry. 
The income from glebe investments makes 
an important contribution, subsidising the 
diocesan budget by around £3. 77m or 15 
per cent. 

We are very grateful to those who give 
generously to help their churches pay 
their parish share. This helps us to deliver 
high-quality, cost-effective services. No 
inflationary increase has been made for 
staff costs apart from repairs to parsonage 
houses. This, with the glebe income and 
share payment by direct debit, has allowed 
us to hold down the average parish share 
increase to 1.75 per cent. 

For a full breakdown of the diocesan 
budgets go to http://tinyurl.com/ 
go4bpsr 

Rosemary Pearce is the Diocesan 
Secretary. 


Where does the money to run the Church come from? 



And how is the money spent? 


Parish share 


Glebe investments and income 


Wedding and funeral fees 


Other income 



Direct Ministry costs 
(clergy stipends and housing) 

Curates' training and stipends and other training costs 
Ministerial support and support for parishes 
National training fund 
National Church costs 
Mission in the Diocese 

Other mission activities 

(PACT, education, deaf church, communications) 


'A wealth of generosity../ 

by the Rt Revd Dr Steven Croft 

PEOPLE often ask me what the differences are between the Diocese of 
Oxford and the Diocese of Sheffield (where I was bishop for more than 
seven years). One of them is Christian giving. 

The Diocese of Sheffield serves one of the poorest regions of the 
country. In the league table of income per head of population by 
diocese it comes third from the bottom. But Sheffield is the most 
generous diocese in the country in terms of giving. For many years the 
Church of England has commended that we give five per cent of our 
income to and through the Church (leaving plenty of space to give to 
charities and other good causes). The average giving in the Diocese of 
Sheffield is now over 4.5 per cent. 

I am grateful to those faithful congregation members who donate 
to their churches, week after week, month after month and year after 
year. However, we still have some way to go in Oxford to match the 
level of generous giving that takes place in Sheffield. I hope and pray 
we will try over the coming years. 

St Paul does not shrink from reminding the Christians in Corinth 
about the generosity of other churches. He writes in 2 Corinthians 8: 

"We want you to know, brothers and sisters, about the grace of 
God that has been granted to the churches of Macedonia; for during 
a severe ordeal of affliction, their abundant joy and their extreme 
poverty have overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their part." 

Paul goes on to write that the main reason we give to God and to 
others is because of God's generous gifts to us: 

"For you know the generous act of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though 
he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that by his poverty 
you might become rich". 

God has given so much to us. In this matter of giving then, Paul 
urges us, let's turn our good intentions into a generous and joyful and 
disciplined reality. God's work in this Diocese is in need of resources 
as we seek to support and extend all that we are doing in the coming 
years. 

Please take some time at the beginning of the year to give thanks to 
God for all you have been given. Please take some time to review your 
giving in the light of all that God has given to you. Thanks be to God 
for his indescribable gift in Jesus Christ. 

The Rt Revd Dr Steven Croft is the Bishop of Oxford. 
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NEW COLLEGE CHORISTERSHIPS 


A Musical Education for a Lifetime! 

Choristers at New College lead an exciting life. They sing in 
Oxford’s grandest medieval chapel, perform in concerts 
across the world, and reach a global audience through the 
choir’s record label and webcasts. Our specialist music 
programme trains them to sing as professionals while making 
the most of their youthful energy and enthusiasm. All 
choristers enjoy generous scholarships at New College School 
which works closely with the choir to provide an all-round 
enriching education. 

For more information see the choir website or contact 

nancy -jane.rucker<S)new.ox.ac.uk / 01865 279108 


Christ Church Cathedral School 


Pre-Prep & Preparatory School for Boys with Co-Ed Nursery 


DEPARTMENT FOR 

CONTINUING 

EDUCATION 


UNIVERSITY OF 

OXFORD 



History and 
Local History 
Part-time courses 2017 


• Foundation Certificate in History 

• Advanced Diploma in Local History 
(online) 

• Postgraduate Certificate in Historical 
Studies 

• MSc and DPhil in English Local History 



Day and Weekend 
Events 

• Chapel: Researching the Local History 
Nonconformity, 4-5 Feb 

• Taking Sides:Writers, Artists and 
Volunteers in the Spanish Civil War, 

6 lectures 7 Feb - 14 Mar 

• The Man who Collected Oxfordshire, 
18 Feb 

• The Four Horseman of the Fourteenth 
Century: Famine, War, Disease & 

Death, 1 8 Mar 

• Technologies ofWar: 

1939-45,6 May 


Short 
online 
courses 

• Investigating the Elizabethans, 1 9 Apr 

• Britain and its Empire, 1 9 Apr 

• The Wars of the Roses: Power, Politics 
and Personalities, 24 Apr 

• Europe of the Dictators, 8 May 

• Investigating the Victorians, 8 May 
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Certificate in 
Theological Studies 
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O admissions@wycliffe.ox.ac.uk 


A Permanent Private Hall 
of the University of Oxford 
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Original (RRP £3.99) 

Afresh new redesign. Includes an Easter 
story activity book, illustrated by award 
winning artist, Alida Massari, a high quality 
milk chocolate egg(125g) & Yummy Bar(25g) 

Dark (RRP £5.50) 

An egg made from premium dark Fairtrade chocolate (155g) with 
dark Yummy Bar (25g) and Easter story activity book. 

Special Edition (RRP £8.50) 

Contains a high quality milk chocolate egg (200g), an Easter 
traditions booklet and orange milk chocolate bar (80g). 


TRAIDCRAFT 

Fighting poverty through trade 


A 24 page Easter story-activity book 
illustrated by Alida Massari is included in 
the Original and Dark eggs. 


Out of the 80 million Easter eggs sold in this part of the 
world every year, The Real Easter Egg is the only one which 
has an Easter story book in the box, is made of Fairtrade 
chocolate and makes a donation to charity from its sales.** 


The egg that shares the Easter story 

The Real Easter Egg was launched in 2010. It was a real struggle as all the 
supermarkets turned it down at first. To date, we have sold more than one 
million eggs with 750,000 of these sent through the post directly to churches 
and schools. Not only has there been an increase in Fairtrade chocolate sales, 
but nearly £250,000 has been donated to charity. 

To allow us to continue to make The Real Easter Egg, we need people to 
switch and buy. Don't forget, delivery is free if you spend more than £45 and 
order by 6th March 2017. 

How your church can be involved 

Direct sales are very important for our company to trade. 

So we hope you will join the campaign and encourage people to buy directly 
from us. You can download resources or buy from us today by visiting our 
website www.realeasteregg.co.uk 


**There is a charitable donation for every 1 50g egg sold. 


How to order I 


FREE DELIVERY 

if ordered before 6th March 2017* 


Pay online by card - The simplest way 

to pay is to visit our online shop at www.realeasteregg.co.uk 


Payment by cheque - Complete the form below and return to: 
The Meaningful Chocolate Company, 11a Eagle Brow, Lymm, WA13 0LP. 
Cheques payable to The Meaningful Chocolate Company Ltd'. 


Delivery Address: 


Title: First Name: 


Surname: 



Tel. No: (Daytime) Email: 


Original Real Easter Egg (150g) 

(£3.99 each must be ordered in multiples of 6) £23.94 


No. of Eggs 

Total 

Special Edition Real Easter Egg (280g) 

Can be ordered in singles, each egg £8.50 

Q 



Dark Real Easter Egg (180g) 

(£5.50 each must be ordered in multiples of 6) £33.00 




Postage b Packaging 
See terms and conditions below 

FREE* 

or £4.95 


Grand 

*Free delivery on orders over £45 and received by 6th March. Total 



Buy now at: 
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five star reviews 
on amazon.co.uk 


★★★★★ 

five star reviews 
on amazon.co.uk 


THE NAZARETH TRUST INVITES YOU TO 


WALK THE JESUS TRAIL 

AND SUPPORT THE WORK OF THE TRUST 


Sunday April 2nd to Saturday April 8th 2017 


SET IN THE GALILEE REGION OF 
ISRAEL, THE JESUS TRAIL 
FOLLOWS IN THE FOOTSTEPS 
OF JESUS FROM NAZARETH TO 
CAPERNAUM. 


THE WALK CONNECTS 
IMPORTANT PLACES FROM 
THE LIFE OF JESUS WITH 
OTHER RELIGIOUS AND 
HISTORICAL PLACES OF 
INTEREST IN THE AREA. 


The pace of the Jesus Trail, set over 5 days, 
allows time each day for worship and 
spiritual reflection relevant to the biblical 
setting - see overleaf for the itinerary. 

Sponsorship will go towards the Nazareth 
Trust in order to continue serving the 
people of Nazareth and the Galilee as it has 
done for more than 1 50 years. 


THE NAZARETH 
TRUST 


works to provide healthcare, 
education and Christian service 
through the Nazareth Hospital 
EMMS, the Nazareth School of 
Nursing, the Nazareth Village and 
SERVE Nazareth. 


So for the experience of a lifetime sign up today, or find out more: 

email: info@nazarethtrust.org or tel: 0191 520 8030 
orwww.nazarethtrust.org/diary/2017JesusTrail 


Treat yourself to a great read 
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£5 OFF 

your first order of heating oil 


BoileiAJuice.com 

WIN A YEAR'S 

SUPPLY OF HEATING OIL 

Text WARM to 88440 
or visit www.Boiler3uice.com/warm 

All entrants will receive a money off voucher! 


rstnaIme lastname 


Rated EXCELLENT with over 20 f 000 Trustpilot reviews 


^ You get the power of Bulk-Buy Savings. 


^ You always get our best price, on each and every order 


^ The best service & support in the industry. 


*Texts charged at your standard network rate. Your telephone number will not be shared or sold for marketing purposes. 
No purchase necessary. Winner will be notified by SMS or email. Visit www.boilerjuice.com/warm for full Ts & Cs. 







Comment & News 



Letters to the editor are very welcome and should be sent either by email to jo.duckles@oxford.anglican.org or by post to Letters at 
the Door ; Church House Oxford ' Langford Locks , Kidlington , 0X5 1 GF. The Editor reserves the right to edit all submissions. Letters 
sent electronically will be more likely to be published. Letters should be no more than 300 words. 


Introducing a new Bishop's 
Chaplain 


I am married to Hannah, who is a psychodynamic 
counsellor working privately and in a local secondary 
school. We met about 25 years ago whilst both working in 
an alcohol and drug rehabilitation unit in Tower Hamlets; 
come to think of it, that was the only time previously that 
I’ve had an office based job. We have two teenage sons, 
and so as not to disrupt their schooling, we’re planning 
to find somewhere to live elsewhere in Newbury. I will 
become a commuter along the A34, my present commute 
being 30 paces door to door. 

“I’ve visited Church House in 
Kidlington but is it going to be 
anything like the BBC’s The 
Office?” 

Since announcing this move I’ve of course had countless 
conversations and invariably the same questions come 
again and again: “What does a Bishop’s Chaplain actually 
do?” “I’m not quite sure”, I answer. “Well, what’s the 
Bishop like?” “Well I don’t really know; I’ve only met him 
twice so it feels a bit like a blind date!” 

After the strange looks, I generally try to explain myself 
a little better. On a spiritual level it’s simple in theory 
and a deeper challenge in practice. As a Bishop’s Chaplain, 
you could say that I have the cure of only one soul. So, 
first and foremost the role is to pray for and with Bishop 
Steven. 

Emotionally it is to be a loyal friend and support. 

On a practical level it’s clear that the tasks, workload 
and bureaucracy have changed and increased greatly 
over the years and the job of Chaplain has changed as 
a consequence. A large part of my job, along with the 
wonderful Christine Lodge and Debbie Perry in the 
Bishop’s Office (I, in part, say “wonderful” because they 
sit within missile firing range of my desk), is to take 
as much of the workload as possible to ensure that the 
Bishop has time and space to be a Bishop rather than a 
swamped office manager. 

I am both excited about this new post and sad to be 
leaving St George’s and St John’s, Newbury; it’s been a 
wonderful place and community for us as a family. Just 
today a schoolchild that I don’t know by name totally 
stopped me in my tracks by looking me in the eye and 
saying, “Please don’t leave, Father Paul”. Endings and 
loss have a knack of uncovering and crystallising what we 
mean to each other. 

I’m not sure whether to ask for your prayers for me or 
for Bishop Steven... for both please. 


God in the life of. 

...continued from page 16. 

“We have the GCSE and A Level results coming through 
during the camp and I have teenagers who haven’t got the 
grades they wanted coming to ask me “Padre, what am 
I going to do?” These are young people wondering what 
their place in the world is. They bring all of these issues 
to the camp and you are in a position of locoparentis 
responsibility to take care of them.” 

The adults on the camp will also look to the Padre for 
help and advice. “For those two weeks I’m effectively 
their parish priest. They can come to have a conversation 
with me about anything at any time. I’m available outside 
of those two weeks as well, but while on camp that is 
the main time when I’m available from 6.30am until 
10.30pm. They are long hours but very rewarding. What’s 
extraordinary about working with the cadets is watching 
young people do wonderful activities together while 
growing and maturing, not just as individuals but as 
groups. 

“The camp brings together young people from places 
as diverse as Blackbird Leys, Burford and Henley, from 
across the social spectrum, so it is an interesting social 
experiment and is about expanding horizons. My role is 
to be roving eyes and ears and to be constantly thinking 
in terms of pastoral care and support.” 

Mark also presents the Padre’s Trophy each year to a 
detachment for their efforts during the previous year 
where they go out and help people in their community. 

This year he awarded it to the Blackbird Leys Detachment 
in Oxford. 


• • 

He enjoys seeing young people from a range of back- 
grounds gain life skills. “It’s not about them joining 
the Army; we are not a recruiting agency. It’s about 
giving them an experience that helps to shape them 
with outstanding life skills. We have a set of values and 
standards that are the same as in the military; selfless 
commitment; respect for others; loyalty; integrity; 
discipline and courage. 

“It’s amazing to see the adults give up their time, many 
of them giving up their holidays for the cadets. I’ve come 
from a parish role leading a communion service three 
to four times a week to a post that’s so different in its 
context. This is about meeting people where they are, 
which is what I love. Coming from a background as a 
builder and a mechanic, they were not industries where 
you met a lot of Christians. The Army is similar.” 

In his AFCU role, Mark’s role is to support Christians 
who are constantly moving, every couple of years, as the 
Armed Forces post them to different locations. “They 
are having to change church every couple of years and 
we try and provide a constant presence in their lives, 
by visiting, by Skype, email and Facebook, and all the 
time supporting them in prayer. We have weekends and 
conferences to give Christians in the military the chance 
to keep in touch and grow in their faith.” 

Mark is looking for opportunities to share his work 
and his role with the Army Cadet Foce and AFCU. For 
more call 07585 446034 or email marknewman@afcu. 
org.uk 



by the Revd Paul Cowan 


O n 1 February I 

will start my new 
post as Chaplain 
to the Bishop of 
Oxford. After 14 years in 
parish ministry (three years 
as a curate in Wokingham, 
one in Kimberley in South 
Africa and 10 in Newbury), 

I suspect that life in the new 
diocesan open-plan office is 
going to feel a bit weird to start with. They’ve all smiled 
and warmly welcomed me when I’ve visited Church House 
in Kidlington, but is it going to be anything like the BBC’s 
The Office? 



Join the big pancake challenge 


ACROSS the UK children are 
going to school hungry and 
parents are skipping meals so 
that their children can eat. 

This Diocese is no stranger 
to the problem. The 
September edition of the 
Door reported on a Let’s 
Make Lunch initiative that 
sees volunteers from Fresh 
Expression church St Mark's 
MK cook nutritious lunches 
for children eligible for school 
dinners in the holidays. 

This Shrove Tuesday 
(February 28) the Church 
Urban Fund is urging schools, 
families, and individuals to 
stand up to food poverty - 
and have some fun in the 
process. The idea is to get 
people together to share in 
a big pankcake party. Eat 
some pancakes, take a few 
challenges and raise funds for the Church Urban Fund's Together Network. 

The money raised can be used to help provide a lunch for a child over the summer as their free school meals 
disappear, provide an emergency food parcel for a family, or even provide a slow cooker so that families can make 
simple and nutritious meals with the food they receive from the foodbanks. 

Go to www.cuf.org.uk/the-big-idea for more information, for exciting pancake recipies and to sign up. 
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16 God in the life of... 



THE Revd Mark Newman tells Jo 
Duckies about his career, from 
being a car mechanic and a 
builder to studying theology at 
Oxford University and recently 
becoming a Chaplain to 
Oxfordshire's Army Cadet Force. 

O xfordshire born and bred, 

Marks family moved from 
Blewbury to Grove when he 
was very young, and then to 
Wantage, where he attended King Alfreds 
School. Mark, who was an Army Cadet 
himself as a teenager, married his wife 
Julia in 1997. 

Before meeting Julia and her family, 
Mark admits he had very little experience 
of Christianity. “There was little mention 
of faith at school but when I met my wife- 
to-be I was very open to spiritual things. 

It was the mid 1990s and there was plenty 
of New Age spirituality around, but I had 
never met a genuine group of Christians.” 

As he dated Julia and got to know her 
parents, Mark learned what a genuine 
Christian faith could look like, which 
was different from anything he had been 
taught at school or experienced elsewhere. 
“It showed me that I could have a very 
real, living faith. Julia was going to church 
and it was awkward because I wasn’t, but 
through her family’s prayers I came to 
faith,” he said. 

“As far as the cadets are 
concerned the whole of 
Oxfordshire is now my 
parish.” 

Mark’s path to ordination was unusual 
as he left school with no GCSEs due to 
undiagnosed dyslexia and worked as a 
mechanic and later a builder. “Those jobs 
never stretched me academically. However, 
one of the gifts of dyslexia is to be creative 
and artistic and to think illogically. You 
solve problems in a different way,” he says. 

He was finally diagnosed when he was 40 


and at Wycliffe Hall Theological College. 

“I did a diploma rather than a degree. It 
wasn’t easy but my experience of getting 
support at Wycliffe was completely 
different from what I had experienced 
at school. Wycliffe was an amazing time 
of academic testing, being with some 
extraordinarily clever people as a mature 
student, where the other students were 
half my age. I was going through the whole 
Oxford experience of matriculation and 
lectures while reflecting on the town and 
gown element of the city. 

“We had always come to Oxford to 
either go shopping or go clubbing and 
this showed me the other side of the city, 
which was interesting. It was a stretching 
time, but even though I wanted to give up 
at a couple of points I kept going, got lots 
of help and got through it.” 

Pleased with the grade from his 


diploma, Mark was ordained into the St 
Alban’s Diocese in 2012, and served his 
curacy at St Mary’s, Eaton Socon. “It was a 
really great training parish. I experienced 
every age group, ran school assemblies, 
conducted baptisms, funerals, marriages 
and everything in between,” he says. 

Mark was aware that 95 per cent of 
curates go on to become incumbents while 
some teach at theological colleges and/ 
or write academically. Also aware that the 
Church of England needs younger priests 
to replace those who are retiring, Mark 
began applying for parish posts. “From 
January to April last year my wife and I 
prayed more than ever and I found myself 
pushing on doors that weren’t opening,” 
says Mark. Before he was ordained, Mark 
had been part of a team from St Aldate’s 
Church in Oxford, who ran an Alpha 
Course at the Dalton Barracks. 


“That’s when I met military chaplains 
and began to think about ordination and 
some kind of call to military ministry. 
During that Alpha Course I was introduced 
to the Armed Forces’ Christian Union,” 
says Mark. The AFCU approached Mark in 
2015, asking him to join them for a week 
at New Wine, praying for the organisation 
and Mark’s future plans. 

“I may have given up the 
house and the stipend 
but I haven’t left the 

Church...” 

This led to a number of conversations 
and lots of prayer. He joined them in June 
2016 as a non-stipendiary staff member. 

“My nine to five’ job is supporting 
military Christians, in particular chaplains. 
At the weekends, in the evenings and for 
two weeks in the summer I’m the chaplain 
for the Oxfordshire Army Cadet Force,” he 
says. “I may have given up the house and 
the stipend but I haven’t left the Church 
of England. I have just taken a sideways 
missionary role that happens to be in the 
UK. As far as the Cadets are concerned the 
whole of Oxfordshire is now my parish.” 

Mark describes a chaplain’s role as 
offering pastoral care and Christian 
support to everybody on their patch. For 
him that means the Army cadets and the 
adult leaders, regardless of whether or 
not they have a faith. Oxfordshire Army 
Cadet Force comprises 560 cadets, aged 
12 to 18, and around 180 adults. About 
half of those attend the annual summer 
camp where they are given a fictional 
military scenario and spend their time 
involved in training, tactical exercises and 
adventurous training. 

“I work very closely with the welfare 
team. You, of course, get problems from 
home cropping up, problems on camp, 
problems with friends, boyfriends, 
girlfriends, all of the issues that come 
up when you put a group of teenagers 
together for two weeks. 

Continued on page 15... 
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An unholy row 



Christ Discovered in the Temple (egg tempera on panel) by Martini, Simone (1284-1344); Walker 
Art Gallery, National Museums Liverpool. Copyright: Bridgeman Art Library. 


By the Rt Revd Humphrey Southern 

S imone Martinis Christ discovered 
in the Temple, which hangs in the 
Walker Art Gallery in Liverpool, 
has been a favourite of mine since I 
was a curate in that city in the early 1990s. 
It depicts, of course, an aspect of the 
rather awkward story of Jesus lost in the 
Temple in Luke 2, which is the only event 
in Jesus’s childhood to be recorded in the 
Gospels. The painting was commissioned 
in Avignon in the distinctly inglorious 
years that the Papacy was located there in 
the mid-14th century. 

“An adolescent runaway 
who has caused 

anguish...” 

For all its beauty, it is actually rather 
uncomfortable, as is the story itself: 
uncomfortable for those who want to see 
Jesus as a model of perfection in human 
behaviour and for parents committed to 
responsible childcare. So in the worldly 
and corrupt setting of the medieval 
papacy and from an uncomfortable story 
of childish rebellion and poor parenting, 
Martini has produced a small thing of 
beauty and - I would argue - of theological 
importance. 

Uncomfortable, maybe, but also 
refreshing. There is none of that holier- 
than-thou piousness that so often 
characterises religious art, especially 
scenes from Jesus’s life. There is 
psychological awareness and gritty 
honesty well ahead of its time in the 
way Martini has dealt with the event. 

Even his choice of which moment to 
illustrate within the narrative is revealing: 
Christ among the Doctors of the Law is 
a common enough theme for religious 
painters, enabling them to concentrate on 
the boy Jesus’s theological precocity and 
youthful wisdom. But this picture does not 
show Jesus revealed as fount of wisdom 
and knowledge: it shows his arraignment 
as a truant. 

“These are the gestures 
of adolescents and their 
parents in every age.” 

Martini’s Christ is not among impressed 
and astonished scholars but up in front of 
angry and anxious parents, being torn off 
a strip and not enjoying it much. What we 
have here is an adolescent runaway who 
has caused anguish and outrage and is 
receiving the fruits of that, indicating by 
his body language what he is making of it! 

The only biblical story about Jesus’s 


boyhood does not reflect well on anyone 
involved. Jesus plays truant for three days 
and his parents fail to notice. When they 
are reunited he is far from contrite, merely 
speaking about his need to be “about [his] 
Father’s business”. So here is a picture of a 
story about a family seriously at odds with 
itself. The child, with his folded arms and 
scowling face, is on the defensive while 
Joseph glares at the errant boy angrily and 
waves his arms about. His mother - the 
book on her lap bearing the words that 
Luke places in her mouth: “Why have you 


treated us like this?” - holds out her hand 
longing for a more reasonable attitude 
from her son. These are the gestures of 
adolescents and their parents in every age! 

And all of this human drama - a family at 
odds with itself - is set within a heavenly, 
golden background, as if it were an icon. 
This tense little episode, so potentially 
embarrassing, far from being hidden 
away, is framed in rich gold and painted 
in glowing, jewel-like colours, as if it were 
a vision of heaven itself. It cries out for 


notice: “Draw near!” it says, “Come and see 
and be part of this happening: it matters. 

It has something important to say that 
will not be overlooked.” 

Luke’s story is a story about a family and 
about growing up. Yes, there are important 
points being made about Jesus’s identity, 
ministry and destiny but as a drama its 
forcefulness lies in its account of family 
relationships under stress. The stress and 
dislocation are the result of an inevitable 
process of growing to maturity and the 
development of individuality on the part 
of Jesus. 

“Luke’s story is about 
a family and about 
growing up.” 

“Teenage rebellion” is a phenomenon 
known to every family but the term is 
a distinctly parent-centred one! From 
the point of view of the teenager what is 
happening is individuation, the discovery 
of who I in my own person (rather than 
as the child of my parents) actually am. It 
is a vital process and one that responsible 
parents delight to see, whatever the cost. 

What Martini seems to be saying - the 
meaning he is drawing out from Luke’s 
story - is that in this process of growth 
to maturity, individuation and changing 
(painfully changing) family dynamics 
something holy is happening. 

“. . . in this process. . . 
something holy is 
happening.” 

As a single young man, a curate still 
relatively newly moved on from my own 
childhood home, it spoke powerfully 
to me. Now that I am the father of two 
teenage daughters, one at university and 
one soon to leave school, I find it speaks 
powerfully to me still. Adjustment, loss, 
experiment, separation - all explored in 
a story and captured in a painting: the 
experience of a Holy Family, and perhaps 
an experience to be embraced as holy in 
my family too. 

The Rt Revd Humphrey Southern is the 
Principal ofRipon College, Cuddesdon. 





Advertising 


WE CAN 

DESIGN 

PRINT 

DISTRIBUTE 

YOUR 

LEAFLETS 

AND MORE 

• Design 

Our talented designers can give 
your business or event a great 
look. We can source images and 
proof read your print media. 

• Print 

We can manage the print of your 
leaflets, business cards, stationery, 
and almost anything else. 

We offer short runs as well as 
large quantities at great rates 
including FREE UK mainland 
delivery on most orders. 

• Distribution 

We are able to insert your leaflets 
into this and similar publications 
enabling you to reach a church 
audience in this and other CofE 
dioceses. 




Great 
customer service 



CALL 

01752 225623 

sven@cornerstonevision.com 

www.cornerstonevision.com 




stone 


vision 


February prayer diary 

The following is for guidance only, please feel free to adapt to local condit 


Our purpose is to create a caring, 
sustainable and growing Christian 
presence in every part of the Diocese 
of Oxford. 

I will bless the Lord at all times; 

his praise shall continually be in my 
mouth. 

My soul makes its boast in the Lord; 
let the humble hear and be glad. 

Psalm 34 vv.1-2 

Pray to the Father through the Son in 
the power of the Spirit for: 

WEDNESDAY 1 Cox Green: Joan Hicks. 
For our candidates who are preparing 
for Confirmation in February and for all 
being confirmed in our deanery. For our 
Open the Book teams going into local 
schools; the schools we serve; and the 
other churches with whom we work on 
Open the Book. 

THURSDAY 2 Dedworth: Louise Brown. 
For continued blessings for the running 
of St Margarets Theology Academy in 
Dedworth and wisdom for developing 
schools ministry with East to West and 
Christian Connections in School. 

FRIDAY 3 Furze Platt: David Short 
and Pat Rose. For the strengthening of 
links with our local community through 
our schools work, our community cafe, 
and our partnership with other local 
charities. For our churches, that they 
would be places of vibrancy, belonging 
and discipleship. 

SATURDAY 4 All Saints Boyne Hill, 
Maidenhead: Jeremy Harris. For 
‘Partnership in Missional Church’ and 
the Missional Innovation Team at All 
Saints. For our mission preachers who 
will challenge us during Lent to seek to 
discover what is needed for ‘a Spirit-filled 
encounter with God.’ All Saints Junior 
School, Maidenhead, Altwood School and 
Boyne Hill Infant and Nursery School. 

MONDAY 6 Maidenhead St Andrew 
and St Mary Magdalene: Will Stileman, 
Sam Brewster, Jon Drake, Dave Atallah, 
Simon Eves, Ruth Knight and Jill Palfrey. 
For people on our current Christianity 
Explored Course to come to a living faith 
in Jesus Christ. For people on our three 
term Discipleship Course to be rooted and 
established in Jesus. For God to raise up 
more leaders for our youth work. 

TUESDAY 7 Maidenhead St Luke: Sally 
Lynch, Nicola Hulks and Sonya Clarke. 

For our plans for re-ordering the church 
building and our interfaith work as a 
Presence and Engagement parish. St. 
Luke’s School, Maindenhead. 


WEDNESDAY 8 New Windsor Team 
Ministry: Ainsley Swift, Margaret Bird 
and Kate Harrison. For vocations, both 
lay and ordained. For love and grace 
in our mission and renewal of mission 
action plans in our parishes. Queen Anne 
Royal Free First School and Trinity St 
Stephen First School. 

THURSDAY 9 Old Windsor: Adel 
Shokralla, Roger White, Lynne 
Thorogood, Mary Hutchinson. For our 
14 baptism and confirmation candidates 
as they prepare for the service on 12 
February. For our need to start a ministry 
for those children in our community who 
are in Year 9 and above. St Peter’s Middle 
School and The Royal School, Windsor. 

FRIDAY 10 The Cookhams: Nick Plant, 
Helen Chamberlain, Joanna Ellington and 
Charles Walmsley. Pray that we may build 
on our work with children and young 
people, and that we may enable all in our 
community to encounter God through 
warm hospitality and inspired worship. 
Holy Trinity Primary School, Cookham 
and Cookham Dean Primary School. 

SATURDAY 11 Waltham St Lawrence: 

Charles Mason. For the choir, rehearsing 
for Evensong in Portsmouth Cathedral 
in March and October. For the possible 
merger with Shottesbrooke as this is 
being considered after representations 
against it were received. 

MONDAY 13 White Waltham with 
Shottesbrooke: David Andrew and Carole 
Perkins. For a swift completion of the 
Pastoral Scheme affecting the parishes. 
For the planning of our ‘Mayday Mayhem’ 
community event on the Mayday Bank 
Holiday. White Waltham Academy. 

TUESDAY 14 Bicester and Islip 
Deanery: Stephen Griffiths, Mike 
Dockrey, Caroline Todd, Karen Stoddart, 
Claire Hartropp and Andrew Foran. For 
fresh understanding of God’s mission in 
our rural communities and expanding 
town. For wisdom for growing disciples in 
a busy world. 

WEDNESDAY 15 Akeman Benefice: 

Brian Wood, Paul Clifford, Jo Cropp 
and Grant Lee. For patience and joy at 
the awaited arrival of Rev Gareth Miller 
as the new Rector, that he might help 
us radiate life in its fullness to all the 
people of the Benefice. Give thanks for 
all involved in ‘keeping the show on the 
road’ and more despite the predations of 
time on our lovely inheritance of church 
buildings and pray for the provision of 
toilets therein. Bletchingdon Parochial 
School, Chesterton Primary School and 
Kirtlington Primary School. 

THURSDAY 16 Bicester with Bucknell, 
Caversfield and Launton: Verena 
Breed, Ian Biscoe, Becky Mathew, Erika 


Biscoe, Carol Hill, Peter Hill, Elizabeth 
Taylor, Colin Cockshaw, Mary Roe and 
Christopher Young. For discernment of 
God’s vision for growing his Kingdom in 
Bicester. For the deployment of clergy 
within the team to fulfil the above to the 
best of our ability. St Edburg’s Primary 
School and Launton School. 

FRIDAY 17 Cherwell Valley: Stephen 
Griffiths, Geoffrey Price. We give thanks 
for the church’s engagement with 
our village communities. We pray for 
resources to meet the challenge of serving 
Heyford Park as it grows. Fritwell Primary 
School. 

SATURDAY 18 Rousham: Richard Small. 
For this small rural benefice in 2017. 

MONDAY 20 Shelswell: Alice Goodall, 

Bill Muncey and Penny Wood. For all in 
our ministry team, including Liz Welters, 
Becky Adams, Amanda Houston, Flora 
Skinner and Gillian Warson. For our focus 
in the coming months on learning and 
growing in faith. For preparations for 
the inaugural Shelswell History Festival 
in July. For the growth of our choir. For 
our work with children and their families 
and with the two church schools in the 
Benefice, Finmere Primary School and 
Fringford Primary School. 

TUESDAY 21 The Ray Valley: Steve 
Hayes, Victoria Mellor, Lisa Holmes, Lucy 
Thirtle and Glenys Edwards. Charlton-on- 
Otmoor Primary School and Dr. South’s 
Primary School. 

WEDNESDAY 22 Aylesbury Deanery: 

Andrew Blyth, David Lillycrop, Ann 
Beaton, Philip Derbyshire, Carole Hough, 
Susan Lucas, Antony Rablen, Phil White 
and Roger Williams. For our emerging 
plans to plant new churches in areas of 
new housing. For the appointment of a 
new Area Dean. Bishop Colin confirming 
at St Helen’s, Benson. 

THURSDAY 23 Aylesbury Team 
Ministry: Douglas Zimmerman, Peter 
Wheeler, Gareth Lane, Peter Telfer, 
Suzanne Ackford, Julie Willis, Luke 
Lee and Donald Rydings. St. Mary’s 
Combined School, Aylesbury, Berryfields 
Primary School and The Aylesbury Vale 
Academy. 

FRIDAY 24 Bierton and Hulcott: Mark 
Ackford and Suzanne Ackford. For the 
church families of St James, Bierton and 
All Saints, Hulcott as they endeavour 
to enrich the lives of the communities 
they serve through sharing Christ in all 
that they do and say. For the children, 
teachers, support staff and governors 
of the parish’s two Church Schools; 
that is Bierton Combined School and 
Buckingham Park Primary School, that 
they may continue to grow their Christian 
mission of providing high quality 


Services at Christ Church Cathedral 

SUNDAYS: 8am Holy Communion; 9.45am Matins (coffee in Priory 
Room); 11.00am Sung Eucharist; 6pm Evensong. 


WEEKDAYS: 7.15am Morning Prayer; 7.35am Holy Communion; 
lpm (Wednesday only) Holy Communion; 

6pm Evensong (Thursday Sung Eucharist 6pm). 

Tel: 01865 276155 www.chch.ox.ac.uk/cathedral 
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ions and, if you wish, produce your own deanery prayer diaries. 
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Coming and Goings 


education for all their children and to 
reach out to the communities they serve. 

SATURDAY 25 Bedgrove: Martin Kuhrt 
and Marie Carey. For our building project, 
which has recently begun. There will be 
a new entrance to the church, a servery 
and an upper room. Pray that it will 
enable us to be more of a hub for the 
local community and that we would raise 
the final sum of money to complete the 
project. Also please pray that we as a 
congregation will be ready to be Gods 
welcome to people coming into the 
church; that we would make the most of 
the new building. 

Bishop Colin confirming at Tudor Hall 
School. 

MONDAY 27 Bernwode: Priscilla Slusar 
and Jenny Edmans. Brill School 

TUESDAY 28 Broughton: Phil White and 
Shirley Bull. For the process and the right 
appointment for the Development Post 
for Broughton and Kingsbrook. For the 
Life Groups to be well supported and for 
people to grow in their faith as a result. 


The Revd Benjamin Topham will take 
up post as Associate Minister of St James, 
Gerrards Cross with St James, Fulmer; The 
Revd Dr William Lamb will take up post 
as Vicar of St Mary the Virgin, Oxford; The 
Revd Elizabeth Denno (known as Skye) 
will take up post as Vicar of Marston and 
Elsfield; The Revd Samantha Stayte will 
take up post as Priest in Charge of the Lyn 
Valley Mission Community in the Diocese 
of Exeter; The Revd Philip Sutton has 
taken up post as Associate Minister of St 
Matthews, Oxford; The Revd Canon Brian 
Shenton has taken up post as Associate 
Minister of Nettlebed with Bix, Highmore, 
Pishill and Rotherfield Greys, also Nuffield; 
The Revd Susan Morton has taken up post 


as Associate Minister of Hambleden Valley; 

The Revd Linda Smith has taken up post as 
Area Dean, Henley in addition to her role as 
Team Vicar of the Langtree Team; The Revd 
Christopher Owen has taken up post as 
Team Vicar of Christ the Servant King in the 
High Wycombe Team Ministry; The Revd 
Glynnis Lautenbach has taken up post as 
Priest in Charge of St Mary, Burghfield; The 
Revd Canon Martyn Griffiths has resigned 
from his post as Rector of Henley on Thames 
with Remenham with effect from February 
2018. 

The Revd Jane Hedges has been given 
permission to officiate. 


Our Bishops on Sundays 

SUNDAY 5 Bishop Steven confirming at St Edwards 
School, Oxford; Bishop Colin confirming at Witney; Bishop 
Alan confirming at Wycombe Abbey School. 

SUNDAY 12 Bishop Colin confirming at St Helens, Abing- 
don; Bishop Andrew confirming at Old Windsor. 

SUNDAY 19 Pray for our Bishop’s Chaplain, Revd Paul 


Cowan, who starts work at Church House this month. 

SUNDAY 26 Bishop David Jennings confirming at 
Summer Fields School; Bishop Alan confirming at St 
Lawrence, Broughton. 

A short guide to special Sundays and other events (with 
a global focus) from Christian Concern for One World 
that you may wish to pray for in 2017 is available at 
www.tinyurl.com/pobjgmh 
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Gilead Foundations 

is a Therapeutic Community, 

offering a residential rehabilitation 
program, called KEY, for people 
with life-controlling addictions, 
such as drug or alcohol abuse, 
homelessness, gambling, eating 
disorders, self harm, and other 
addictive behaviours. 


Based on a 
300 acre dairy 
farm in rural Devon, 
Gilead uses the 
Genesis Process 
Relapse Prevention 
programme 
with our clients. 



If you, or someone you know would 
like more information about Gilead 
or would like to make an application, 
please contact: 

Laura Aim Tel: 01837 851240 
Fax: 01837 851520 
laura.alm@gilead.org.uk 


www.gilead.org.uk 
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Events in February 

The Doorpost is a free service for churches to advertise their events and is designed to be hung on church 
noticeboards. Please send your events to doorpost@oxford.anglican.org or by post to Church House Oxford. 
The deadline for the next issue is Friday 3 February 2017. 



THURSDAY 2 FEBRUARY 

OXFORD: Dr Rachel Jordan- 
Wolf (The National Mission 
and Evangelism Adviser for 
the Church of England) will be 
speaking on Evangelism in 21st 
Century Britain at 5.30pm (wine 
reception from 5pm). This is 
a Spectrum Open Discussion 
event. Wycliffe Hall, University 
of Oxford, 52-54 Banbury 
Road, Oxford, 0X2 6PW. See 
https:/ / sites.google.com/ site/ 
opendiscussionseries for more 
information. Free; all welcome. 

SATURDAY 4 FEBRUARY 

TlLEHURST: The annual St 
Michaels Grand Quiz with fish 
and chip supper is at 7pm in the 
Church Hall. Teams of up to six 
people are welcome but must be 
booked in advance. Please contact 
Eileen White on 0118 9420629. 

SUNDAY 5 FEBRUARY 

Dorchester: The Thames 
Consort directed by Jeremy 
Boughton will be performing at 
Dorchester Abbey at 7pm. The 
programme includes vocal and 
instrumental music by members 
of the Bach family and also by 
Handel and Schiitz. The singers 
of the Thames Consort are 
joined by Sharon Warnes and 
Claire Parkin - violins, Judith 
Dallosso - cello and Glynne 
Stackhouse - organ continuo. 
There will be a collection at the 
end of the concert given (after 
expenses) to the Friends of 

Dorchester Abbey. 

WEDNESDAY 8 FEBRUARY 

WITNEY: Jane Holloway of 
the World Prayer Centre is 


speaking at The Filling Station, 

7. 30-9. 30pm. Venue: Open 
Doors, Cotswold Business Park, 
Witney, Oxon, 0X29 OYB. The 
Filling Station offers high quality 
speakers and contemporary sung 
worship and powerful, accessible 
prayer ministry. 

THURSDAY 9 FEBRUARY 

OXFORD: Katie Ledger (former 
TV News Presenter for the 
BBC, ITN and Channel 5 News) 
will be speaking on Are you 
a Human doing or a Human 
being? This is a Spectrum Open 
Discussion event. Wycliffe Hall, 
University of Oxford, 52-54 
Banbury Road, Oxford, 0X2 6PW. 
See https://sites.google.com/ 
siteopendiscussionseries for more 
information. Free; all welcome. 

SATURDAY 11 FEBRUARY 

WANTAGE: 10 th Anniversary 
Come and Sing Messiah 
Workshop and Concert, The 
Beacon (formerly Wantage Civic 
Hall), 11am. Paul Leddington- 
Wright, organist, composer and 
arranger, who has worked with 
the BBC for more than 25 years 
will lead us through the day. 

There will be continuo, chamber 



orchestra and young soloists. 

The concert will start at 7pm. 
Ticket price for singers is £20, 
under 18 years £10 and under 14 
years £5 (must be accompanied 
by an adult). Audience ticket 
price is £12. There will also be 
a celebration dinner with tea or 
coffee at 5pm in the Wantage 
Methodist Church Hall, ticket 
price £15. The net proceeds of the 
day are donated to charity. For 
tickets and further information 
contact 01235 763756 or 
wantage.messiah@gmail.com. 

THURSDAY 23 FEBRUARY 

HEADINGTON: Sung Eucharist 
to celebrate the 60th anniversary 
of the Licensing and Induction 
of the Revd James Cocke as Vicar 
of All Saints’. 8pm, All Saints’. 

The preacher will be the Very 
Revd Professor Martyn Percy, 
Dean of Christ Church, Oxford. 
The service will be followed by 
refreshments. 

FREELAND: Drop-in Quiet Day 
at The Old Parsonage 0X29 8AJ, 
10am-4pm. The convent guest 
house will be open for anyone to 
‘drop-in’ for individual quiet time. 
No booking is needed. Just turn 
up from 10am for all or part of 
the day. Drinks are available all 
day, but please bring your own 
lunch. At 12:30pm there will be 
a Eucharist with an address in 
the convent chapel. 

SUNDAY 26 FEBRUARY 

HEADINGTON: Sung Eucharist, 
All Saints’, 10am. The preacher 
will be the Rt Revd and Rt 
Hon The Lord Williams of 
Oystermouth. The service will 
be followed by refreshments. 


Courses and open days 


Open Day at Trinity College, Bristol: Prospective 
students are invited to the college on Saturday 
4 February to chat with the faculty and current 
students, get a taste of what it could mean to study 
in community, and consider whether God may be 
calling you there. For more information, contact 
n.willcocks@trinitycollegebristol.ac.uk or phone 
0117 968 0254. 


the classes are free and there is no need to register 
beforehand - just turn up. There are two class levels: 
Beginners and Intermediate. The class sizes are 
small, and there are teaching assistants in every class 
to work with the students to improve their English 
proficiency. For more information, please contact 
english.classes@staldates.org.uk or join the Facebook 
group: www.facebook.com/groups/freeenglishclasses 


Marriage Preparation Course: A series of 
five sessions to help engaged couples or those 
exploring the possibility of marriage to build strong 
foundations for their future together. Greyfriars 
Church, Reading, Friday 17 February 7.45pm - 
10pm, Saturday 18 February 9am - 5pm. Download 
a booking form from greyfriars.org.uk/events/event/ 
marriage-preparation-course. 

Free English Classes: St Aldate’s Church in 
Oxford is running classes for English teaching 
and conversation practice on Monday evenings. 

Make new friends and improve your English. All 


Introducing the Church of England: The Church 
of England has a long and complex history, and its 
current make-up bears traces of this. This popular 
course will explain the history and structures of the 
Church of England, to help us better understand 
its unique DNA. It is open to anyone interested, 
but may be particularly helpful for those exploring 
their vocation and wanting to understand more of a 
bigger picture. Saturday 25 February, Church House 
Oxford, 10am - 4pm, £20. Book via www.eventbrite. 
co.uk Bring a packed lunch. 








